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Six Nights: Written on the City
Kia Corthron/Dual
[home: Riverbank State Park Playground]
directed by Liesl Tommy
Qualey: Tammi Clayton
Jose: Deborah Green

Caridad Svich/A Short Time After
[home: Bryant Park, NYC]

directed by Lear DeBessonet
Monica: Julie Kline
Plum: Emily Swallow
Chris: Adam Green
gypsy: Sophie Nimmannitt

Sung Rno/Weather
[home: 84 Grove Street Rooftop, NYC]

directed by Anne Kauffman
Hai: Sekiya Billman
Will: Gibson Frazier
Kris: Annie McNamara

Jason Grote/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your Desire
[home: Blackwell House, Roosevelt Island]

directed by Sarah Benson
Verbena: Lia Aprile
Danny: Daniel Manley
Artaud: Michael Stumm
The Pain Devil: lan Wen

Sheila Callaghan/Soak
[home: 134 Plymouth S treet, Third Floor entry]

directed by Kip Fagan
David: David Brooks
Heidi: Heidi Schreck
Eve: Eve Zappulla
Accordion Player: Sophocles Papavasilopoulos

Lisa D’Amour/Stanley (2004)
[home: Gallery Bar at Gershwin Hotel, NYC]

directed by Lisa D’Amour
Stanley: Todd D’Amour
music: Billie & Dede Pierce



what this is

six nights: dreamed six nights up in a late night idea exchange. to give
birth to a community of playwrights we’d give six amazing writers a
challenge: asked each to write a play designed to shine at one particular
place on the whole entire earth, but flexible enough to play in five other
places. the result is what you see here now.

who we are

sanctuary: playwrights theatre demonstrates what playwrights can do
when operating as a stage-oriented community, not just page-oriented
individuals. we're asking the question: “what if a theatre company had
playwrights at its center rather than its periphery?” inspired by an article
todd london wrote in the november 2002 issue of american theatre (the
shape of plays to come), and powered by sheer wildness, we hereby
set out on this here quest...



and now, the playwrights...

in japan people who make a huge contribution to the social, cultural or life
quality of the nation are designated living national treasures. would that
we had this tradition in the us. if we did, these six playwrights would all
bear the designation. these guys are what this is really all about. these
are our living national treasures.

Sheila Callaghan

(Playwright/Soak) has been produced most recently at the Flea Theatre in
New York. She received the 2000 Princess Grace Award, a 2001/2 Jerome
Fellowship, and a 2004 NYFA Grant. http://www.sheilacallghan.com

Kia Corthron

(Playwright/Dual) is a multi-award winner who has been produced at the
Mark Taper Forum, the Humana Festival, New York Theatre Workshop,
Playwrights Horizons, the Atlantic, and American Place, among others.

Lisa D'Amour

(Playwright/Stanley 2004) has produced her work in museums, lofts and
theatres from Brooklyn to Minnesota and elsewhere. She received a 2003
Special OBIE with two collaborators for Nita And Zita.

Jason Grote

(Playwright/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your Desire) has been
produced at Lincoln Center's American Living Room Festival at HERE, and
the Ohio Theater. His writing has been widely anthologized.

Sung Rno

(Playwright/Weather) has had productions in America and Seoul, Korea.
He received a 2003-2004 National Endowment for the Arts/TCG grant, a
2003 Whitfield/Cook prize, and has been anthologized.

Caridad Svich

(Playwright/A Short Time After) is a playwright, songwriter, translator,
and editor. She held an NEA/TCG Residency at the Mark Taper Forum
Theatre, a TCG/Pew residency at INTAR Theatre. The Booth Variations, a
multimedia piece, recently ran in New York.




the directors

Sarah Benson (Director/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your Desire)
is the Associate at Soho Rep where she is co-chairing the 2004-05
Writer/Director Lab alongside Jason Grote. Originally from England, Sarah
was a founding member of Arion, who have performed at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival, and in London, Oxford, and Rome. Since moving to New
York Sarah has directed work at the American Theater Nexus Series at
BRIC Studio, The American Living Room at HERE, La Mama, The Flea,
Medicine Show, and the New Workshop Theater BC. Sarah is the recipient
of a 2002-03 Fulbright Scholarship, the 2003-04 Joel Zwick Directing
Award, and a Buchwald Fellowship. Sarah holds an MFA in Directing from
Brooklyn College (CUNY). She is a founding member of the International
Company Project whose production of Euripides' Orestes was recently
seen at the Experimental Wing of the National Theatre of Greece in
Athens.

Lear deBessonet (Director/A Short Time After) has assisted Martha
Clarke, Anne Bogart, and Marianne Weems, and has trained with DAH
Teatar of Yugoslavia and the SITI Company in New York.
Directing/devising credits include The Eliots (Center Stage, NYC),
transFigures (Calvary Church, NYC), The Female Terrorist Project (HERE
Arts Center), Equus (Hangar Theatre), L'Histoire du Canard (NYU
Graduate Acting, Freeplay), and Whiskey Girl (Hangar Theatre). She has
developed new plays with Soho Rep, the Cherry Lane, Horse Trade
Theatre Group, and The Committee in New York. Internationally, Lear
directed a new tri-lingual musical for the National Opera Theatre of
Kazakhstan (In the Dark Ages). She is a Drama League Directing Fellow,
and a Jefferson Scholar.

Kip Fagan (Director/Soak) NYC: I Saw You by Kate E. Ryan (Clubbed
Thumb Summerworks series); Palomino by Kristen Kosmas (Tonic).
Regional: Jug (also playwright, Nebraska Theatre Caravan); Small
Tragedy by Craig Lucas (The Playwright's Center, Minneapolis); The
Waverly Gallery by Kenneth Lonergan (Empty Space Theatre, Seattle); 21
Shots by Deron Bos, Welcome to Kitty Hawk by Kip Fagan, Michael Chick,
Stephen Hando & Heidi Schreck, The Seagull by Anton Chekhov, North
Street by Aaron Thomas, Skin by Naomi lizuka, Konstantin by Deron Bos,
El Cid by Herbert Bergel, subUrbia by Eric Bogosian (Printer's Devil
Theatre, Seattle). Assistant director: Oedipus directed by Robert Woodruff
(American Repertory Theatre, Cambridge, MA); Wintertime directed by
David Schweizer (Second Stage Theatre, NYC). NEA/TCG Early Career
Directors Program recipient. Co-founder, former co-Artistic Director,
Printer's Devil Theatre, Seattle.

Anne Kauffman (Director/Weather) New York: The Ladies by Anne
Washburn with The Civilians, Dixon Place and Cherry Lane Theater, Ellen
Melaver’s The Right Way to Sue and Sheila Callaghan’s Blue Lila Rising
with New Georges; Lisa D’Amour’s 16 Spells to Charm the Beast and Red
Death with Clubbed Thumb, Anne Washburn’s Refreshment of the Spirit at



the Cherry Lane Alternative (Mentor Project 2000), David Hilder’'s Bay
Orchard High at Intar 53, and Brecht’s Fear and Misery of the Third Reich
at CSC, where she was the Resident Assistant Director and reading series
coordinator for two years. Guest director: Bard College, Brown University,
Loyola University (New Orleans, “Big Easy” award for The Children’s
Hour). Upcoming: Hang Ten by Karen Hartman at the Women'’s Project &
Productions, Loyal Opposition, by Jorge Cortifias at New York Theater
Workshop, Escaping The Modern World Project with the Civilians, site-
specific production of 16 Spells with Lisa D'Amour, and Female Transport
with American Conservatory Theater in San Francisco. MFA directing from
UCSD. Usual Suspect at NYTW, alumnus of Soho Rep Writers and
Directors Lab, Lincoln Center Directors Lab, The Drama League of New
York, a founding member of The Civilians, 2003-2004 New Dramatist
Resident Director, directing faculty at NYU in the Playwrights

Horizons Theater School.

Michael Silverstone (Assistant Director/Weather) is thrilled to be
working with the cast, and especially director Anne Kauffman. Michael
most recently directed Emily Witt’s Nostalgic Recollections of Raymond
Boggs for The American Living Room at HERE. Originally from Texas,
Michael studied and practiced directing at NYU, both with the
Experimental Theatre Wing (NYC and Amsterdam) and Playwrights
Horizons Theatre School. He is currently preparing to direct Israel
Horowitz’s Faith for the Atlantic Theatre School, and Howie Walters’ Extra
Virgin at Under St. Marks Theatre.

Geoffrey Scott (Assistant Director/Dual) is a director and

playwright, most recently of Chicago. Directing credits include staged
readings of 36 Views by Naomi Iizuka (Silk Road Theatre Project), and
Heritage by Brett Neveu (The Goodman Theatre), and productions of
Day of our Dead by Elaine Romero (Speaking Ring Theatre Company)
and This is our Youth by Kenneth Lonergan (The Box Theatre Group).
He received his B.A. in Directing from Columbia College Chicago and is
the current recipient of the Literary Fellowship at New York Theatre
Workshop.

Liesl Tommy (Director/Dual) is a proud native of Cape Town, South
Africa. Recent work includes the Glass Menagerie Project, a re-
imagining with original music workshopped at NYTW, Laughing Wild at
Lynx Ensemble Theatre, Love's Labour's Lost for Shakespeare in the
Park(ing) Lot, Two Girls from Vermont-a Dirty Pop Extravaganza by
John Kaufmann, a hip-pop musical she conceived for the Key Theater and
the NYC Fringe Festival, Barf by Doug Brandt, Rest Stop by Mauro
Hantman, The Rise and Fall of Some People by Gabriel Diamond, and
Sexual Frustration and the Ubiquitous Nature of Coffee by Mauro
Hantman. She received her MFA from Trinity Rep Conservatory. Liesl is
the recipient of the Directing/Casting Fellowship at New York Theatre
Workshop and a member of Lincoln Centre Director's Lab.



the cast

Lia Aprile (Verbena/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your Desire):
originally hails from Seattle, Washington, and is, after a mere two years
in the big apple, getting closer and closer to leaving this bit of info off the
top of her introductions...but not yet. Lia most recently appeared in Tal/
Grass Gothic in the 26th Humana Festival at Actors Theatre of Louisville,
where she has accumulated many (6!) of her professional credits, thank
you Kan-tucky! Especially since this aforementioned production led to her
eventual meeting with the esteemed mister Jason Grote and thus her role
in the piece of thee-at-er you are about to witness (or currently
witnessing), a lovely bit of writing by a talented playwright. Thank you to
Sanctuary for doing something risky and original with the Six Nights
project and thank you to everyone in the seats (or on benches, roadside
accoutrements, rooftop chairs...whatever the case may be) for taking the
risk too....

Sekiya Billman (Hai/Weather) has appeared in Charles Busch’s
Shanghai Moon with the Drama Dept., on Broadway in Miss Saigon
(Yvette, Gigi, Ellen u/s), as well as on the First National Tour. Off-
Broadway and regional credits include Karaoke Stories (Imua Theater
Co.), The Karaoke Show (Andrea - Project 400), Sayonara (Fumiko), and
the 80’s film tribute Hot Stuff High! (Bennie). Sekiya served as Drama
Director at Nyack High School for 2 years, where she won a Helen Hayes
Award for Best Director of a Musical (Into the Woods). She is a founding
member of Mr. Miyagi’s Theater Company and won a Best Ensemble
Award for their production of Sides: The Fear is Real... at the NY Fringe
Festival 2003. They are currently preparing for an Off-Broadway run of
the show in the spring of 2005.

David Brooks (David/Soak) Recent work includes Sheila Callaghan's
Crumble (Lay Me Down, Justin Timberlake) with Clubbed Thumb's
Summerworks as well as her Transit Plays

at One Arm Red and Tonic, Anne Washburn's Apparition at Chasama and
Kristen Kosmas' Palomino at Tonic.

Tammi Clayton (Qualey/Dual). Off-Broadway - The Story (Public
Theatre), The Exonerated (45 Bleecker Theatre); Regional Theatre - Long
Wharf Theatre, New Jersey Repertory Theatre; Film - Two Weeks Notice;
Television - Law & Order, Chris Rock Show. Voice-over - Scholastics.
Education - The American Academy of Dramatic Arts.

Todd D’Amour (Stanley/Stanley 2004) graduated from Syracuse
University and the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. He is a member
of a group of performers called Zuppa Del Giorno which will be teaching in
Italy summer 2005. the group combines aspects of Commedia Dell’Arte,
physical improvisation, and acrobalance/circus arts. Todd just finished
Legal Snarls — Groucho for the Defense where he played Harpo. The
group is currently creating a new play about the works of Chaplin,
Keaton, Lloyd and Mabel Normand. Other credits include: Let a Hundred



Flowers Bloom at the Metropolitan Playhouse, Terence McNally’s A Perfect
Ganesh (17 characters). Todd also starts in the new independent film
Your Hand. He is perfectly thrilled to be working with his sister Lisa. Many
thanks and love to Mom and Kate.

Gibson Frazier (Will/Weather) Regional Stage Credits: Changes of Heart
(Mark Taper Forum), Rough Crossing (Coconut Grove Playhouse),
Sunshine Boys (National Actors Theatre), Death of a Salesman (w/ Jack
Klugman). New York Stage Credits: Eat The Taste (The Barrow Street
Theatre), The Internationalist (13p, The Culture Project) Demon Baby
(Clubbed Thumb, The Ohio Theatre), Butt-Crack Bingo (La MaMa, ETC.),
Congquest of the Universe (Salt Theatre), The White Princess (Quiet
Theatre), Cause for Alarm (New York Int’l Fringe Festival), Meat
(American Theatre of Actors), The Idiot (Manhattan Ensemble Theatre).
Buffalo Nights Theatre Company: Founding member, J.B. (Garland
Award), Apollo of Bellac, The Firebugs (Drama-Logue Award). Film: The
Illusion (w/ Kirk Douglas), Man of the Century (also co-writer, co-
producer) - 1999 Slamdance Audience Award, 1999 Award for Excellence
in Independent Filmmaking by the National Board of Review. Television:
Law & Order: SVU (Recurring), Law & Order: Criminal Intent, Ed, and
Titus.

Adam Green (Chris/A Short Time After)is a recent graduate from NYU's
MFA acting program, where favorite roles included Berowne in Love's
Labours Lost, Yepikhodov in The Cherry Orchard, and Luigi in We Won't
Pay! We Won't Pay! He will appear in Americus Rex at the Belt Theatre in
October. Regional: Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare on the Sound).
Thanks to Lear for the opportunity and Dulcina Eisen Associates.

Deborah Green (Jose/Dual) New York: “The Selfishes” Riant Theatre,
"Otherwise Engaged" Meisner Theatre, "Scrape" NYFringe Festival, "Tryin'
t' Touch the Sun" won Best Ensemble. Regional: "Six Degrees of
Separation" at Center Stage, and company member of The Living Room
Company. Tours: "Summer of the Swans" Theatreworks/USA, "Louie,
Louie!" NTC. TV and Film: “Infamous”, “"The Rub”, "Sex and the City”,
and “"Marmalade”, among others.

Julie Kline (Monica/A Short Time After) is an actor, director, producer,
teacher, and activist raised in Oakland, California and trained at DePaul
University's Theatre School in Chicago. Devoted to the creation of original
theatre work, Julie recently appeared as Joan of Arc in transFigures and
as Vivien Eliot in The Eliots, both ensemble-created works with Stillpoint
Productions, directed by Lear deBessonet. She has worked with Eve
Ensler's organization, V-Day, and is currently Artistic Project Manager for
"We Got Issues!", a performance piece/civic transformation project of The
Next Wave of Women and Power, an organization devoted to the
empowerment of young women.



Daniel Manley (Danny/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your Desire)
recently appeared as Hobbididence in Jason Grote's Moloch and Other
Demons in The American Living Room @ HERE and the Hell Festival @
The Brick. He is glad to be doing site-specific theatre again, having
recently performed his one-man, unabridged adaptation of David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest in various locations, including a fountain in Paramus
Park Mall, on the back of a truck traveling across America's highways, and
in near-total isolation in the F train tunnel between Manhattan and
Brooklyn. Special thanks to "Garfield."

Annie McNamara (Kris/Weather) has done plays and readings all
over: Soho Rep, The Vineyard, EST, MTC, HBO Aspen Comedy Festival,
WHAT, Primary Stages, Playwright's Horizons, Urban Stages, OHIO,
HERE. As a Clubbed Thumb affiliated artist, Annie has acted in plays by
Sheila Callaghan, Kate Ryan & Gina Gionfriddo and was Ken Rus Schmoll's
Assistant Director on the first production of Erin Courtney's Demon Baby.
Annie's also a 24/7 actor & a Maggie Flanigan grad. She has a Masters in
English Literature from Brown University and originated the role of
"Candace" in Jenny Schwartz's Cause for Alarm. Annie looks forward to
working with Partial Comfort Productions as a director for their upcoming
reading series. Annie's boyfriend is the brilliant lighting designer, Garin
Marschall.

Sophie Nimmannit (Gypsy/A Short Time After) Raised in NJ, theatre-
educated at Yale, Sophie is a performer and mask/puppet-maker. She is a
member of the International Theatre Collective and performed with them
in Montana and Missouri in August.

Sophocles Papavasilopoulos (Accordion Player/Soak) has written music
for a variety of venues and media including theater, opera, film, video,
dance, video games, and the concert stage. He received his BM from
Oberlin Conservatory where his chamber opera Poohsticks was produced.
Soft For Digging, a film directed by J.T. Petty featuring Sophocles' music,
has been presented at Sundance as well as numerous other festivals. His
game music credits include a variety of PC/Mac and GameBoy games for
such clients as Mattel, Acclaim, Infogrames, and Simon & Schuster. In
New York, his music has been heard at such venues as Weill Recital Hall,
Tonic, Galapagos, hERE Art Center, the Flea Theater, and the Skirball
Center. His collaborations with writer Sheila Callaghan include Elemental,
a four-act play with music. He is currently pursuing a PhD in composition
at New York University. Please visit him at www.bravenavel.com.

Heidi Schreck (Heidi/Soak) New York: Anne Washburn's The
Internationalist and Apparition, Erin Courtney's Demon Baby, and Kristen
Kosmas' Palomino. Heidi is also a longtime member of Printer's Devil
Theater in Seattle, where she appeared in The Seagull, Hedda Gabler,
Deron Bos' 21 Shots, Kip Fagan's Welcome to Kitty Hawk and her own
play, Backwards into China. Most recently, she played title role in Paul
Willis' film version of Hedda Gabler, which premiered this June at the
Seattle Film Festival.



Emily Swallow (Plum/A Short Time After) recently appeared in
Shakespeare in the Park (Much Ado About Nothing). She received her
MFA from NYU Graduate Acting ('04), where favorite projects include The
Cherry Orchard, Mrs. Warren's Profession, and She Loves Me.

Michael Stumm (Artaud/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your
Desire): teaches at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and NYU. He
lives in NYC.

lan Wen (The Pain Devil/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your
Desire): In between his lifelong love affair with cheese, Ian has worked
onstage here and abroad just barely within the limits of lactose tolerance.
He has just finished a one-person show, Evil, which he hopes to bring to
Copenhagen and Capetown and other capitals that begin with C. He is a
thesis away from an MFA from Brooklyn College and is currently studying
Butoh.

Eve Zappulla (Eve/Soak) has performed in and presented work in NY,
LA and Chicago: at the Williamsburg Arts Nexus, Steppenwolf Garage,
NoHo Actors Studio, 24th Street Theatre, and The Complex. MFA from
CalArts, BA, Kenyon College with additional training from the The Atlantic
Theatre Company and Steppenwolf Theatre Company.

other nice people

Jim MacEachron (Dramaturg/The Island of Never Giving Way on Your
Desire): is a dramaturg/director/stage manager/actor/generally
enthusiastic fellow thrilled to be continuing his collaboration with Sarah
Benson. Recent credits include stage managing Elephant and Water
Sheerie for Andhow! Theater Company, directing C.0.U.P. at LaMaMa, and
directing an evening of Latin American Plays at the Graduate Center. Next
up, he will be directing two plays by Brian Cronin as part of Andhow's
Dialogue '04 and, with any luck, getting a job. Thanks to Sarah and
Jason, and love to Anne.

sanctuary prlnC|paIs

Philip M. Hopkins (Co-Producer/Communications Director) is a
playwright and journalist in New York City. His full length plays include
Love’s Dilemma, Sensation, and Language of the Blood, which have been
staged at Access Theater, 78th Street Theater Lab, Trilogy Theater in New
York, and elsewhere. His writing has appeared in the Irish Voice,
TheaterMania, and Ethical Corporation Magazine. He graduated from
UCLA with a degree in Creative Writing, and has received numerous
awards, including a grant to study the theater of Dario Fo in Italy.

Bob Jude Ferrante (Co-Producer/Managing Director) has 12 years
experience producing plays in New York City. From 1997-2002, he served
as Managing Director of NY Play Development LLC, a playwright’s service
organization to enable playwrights to develop and present their plays to



NYC audiences. As a playwright, Bob’s play Twinges played NYC Fall 2002
to critical kudos from BackStage and OOBR. He was a finalist for Actor's
Theatre of Louisville's 2003 Heideman award. Tragedy, A Comedy
recently played at Show World. His serio-comedy subCity was recently
premiered as part of NY Play Development’s 4Play 2000 Festival. His dark
comedy Hemlock, a Greek Diner Tragedy got its premiere in Dallas Texas
by Extra Virgin Theatre Company to critical raves from the Dallas
Observer. His The New Life was recently commissioned by Praxis Theatre
Project NYC. He is regularly anthologized in Smith and Kraus' Best Stage
Scenes/Best Monologues series, six years running. His shorts Men's and
Scene Analysis are much produced in theatre festivals in NYC, Boston,
Nyack NY, Ann Arbor Michigan, New Jersey, and Ontario Canada.
http://jude.home.pipeline.com

Cyndi M. Ferrante (Director/Audience Services) has an extensive
background in hospitality, having managed everything from midsize inns
to a large catering and customer service organization at Bowne Inc. She's
also the proud mother of Gabriel, her latest creation.

Michael Bettencourt (Communications consultant) is a playwright and
screenwriter with a long apprenticeship in theatre. He has worked as a
stage manager, "techie," publicist, photographer, and producer, among
many roles. He currently is pursuing a career as a playwright and
screenwriter. See his work on his website at http://www.m-
bettencourt.com

Adam Klasfeld (Press representative) is a terrific guy and also a
fantastic playwright besides being the most amazing press rep you ever
saw.

special thank you to...

Clyde Hopkins, Esther Hopkins, Erin Keating, Chris Keating, Robert and
Michelina Ferrante, Tom Sullivan, Paul Willis, Margot Avery, Erik Ehn,
Erika Rivera at McDonald’s 880 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, Brad Harlan
at RIOC, Lillie Acevedo at Riverbank State Park, Sonali Rajan from NYC
parks/Urban Management, Sally Moody, Ruth Margraff, John Clinton
Eisner and all at the Lark, theBuzzNYC, Jeff Stark at nonsensenyc.com,
Michael Bettencourt, Judy Boals, Melissa Hardy, Emily DeVoti and all at
the Brooklyn Rail, Brian Bellefeuille and Harry at the Gershwin/Gallery
Bar, Matthew Bray, NY Theatre Workshop, the Flea, Soho Rep, Jim
Houghton, and of course, Todd London, John Steber, Emily Morse and
everyone at New Dramatists.



Sanctuary: Playwrights Theatre

616 E. 19 St.

Brooklyn NVY 11230
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